50 rights OF MAN. Part II; 

The mofl: unprofitable of all commerce is that conneaed with 
foreign dominion. To a few individuals it may be beneficial, 
merely becaufe it is commerce ; but to the nation it is a lofs. 
The expence of maintaining dominion . more than abforbs the 
profits of any trade. It does not increafe the general quantity 
in the world, but operates to lefibn it ; and as a greater mafs 
would be afloat by rclinquifhing dominion, the participation, 
without the expence vi^ould be more valuable than a greater 
quantity with It. 

k is impofilble to engrofs commerce by dominion.; and 
therefore it is ilill move fallacious. It cannot exifl in confined 
channels, and neceflarily breaics uu». by regular or irregular 
means, that defeat the attempt: and to fucceed would be ftill 
worfe. Trance, flnce the revolution, has been more than indif- 
ferent as to foreign pofleffions ; and other nations will become 
the fame, when they inveitigate the fubjed with refped to com- 
mercp. 

To the expence of dominion is to be added that of navies, 
and when the amount of the two are fubllraded from the profits- 
of commerce, it will appear, that what is called the balance of 
trade, even admitting it to exift, is not enjoyed by the nation, 
but abforbed by the government. 

The idea of having navies for the protedion of commerce is 
delufive. It is putting the means of deflrudlon for the means of 
protedion. Commerce needs no other protedion than the reci- 
procal intereft which every nation feels in fupporting it— it is 
common flock-— it exifis by a balance of advantages to all; and 
' the only interruption it meets, is from the prefent uncivilized date 
cf governments, and which it is its common interefl to reform *, 

Quitting this fubjed, I now proceed to other matters. — As it is 
neceflary to include England in the profped of a general refor- 
mation, "it is proper to enquire into the defeds of its govern- 
ment. It is only by each nation, reforming its own, that the 
whole can be Improved, and the full benefit of the reformation en- 
joyed. Only pa’-tiai advantages can flow from partial .reforms. . 

France and England are the only two countries in Europe 
where a reformation in government could have fuccefsfully be- 
gun. The one fecureby the ocean, and the other by the immen- 
tty of its internal flrength, could defy the m.djgnancy of foreign! 
defpotifm. But it is with revolutions as with comme ce, the ad- 
vantages increafe by their becoming general, and double to either 
what each would receive rdone. 

As a new fyllem is now opening to the view of the world, the 
European courts are plotting to counterad it. Alliances, con- 

* When I faw Mr. Pitt’s mode of eftimating the balance of trade, in one 

his parliamentary fpeechcs, he appeared to me to know notiiing of th« ; 
nature and intercft of commerce ; and no man has more wantonly tortured 
it than himfelf. During a period of peace, it has been havocked with the 
calamities of war. Three times has it been thrown into ftagnation, and 
the veifeis unmanned by impreffing, within kfs than four years of peace. ^ 
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Chap. V. RIGHTS OF MAN. 

trary to all forijier fyftems are agitating, and a common interS 
of courts IS forming agamft the common incereft of man This 
combination draws a line that runs throughout Europe, and pre- 
fents a caufe entirely new as to exclude all calculations from 
former circumftances. While defpotifm warred with defpotifm 
man had no intereft in the conteft but in a caufe that unites the 
foldier with the citizen, and nation with nation, the defpotifm of 
courts, though It feels the danger, and mediates reven?e, i* 
to Itnke. “ ' 

No queftion has arifen within the records of hiftory that prelTed 
with the importance of the prefent. r- ^ 

that party ihal be in or not, or whig or;„tory, or higher low 
lhall prevail ; but whether man fhall inherit his rightsT and uni- 
verfal civilization take place > Whether the fruits of his labours 
lhall be enjoyed by himfelf, or confumed by the proflio-acy of 
governments ? Whether robbery lhall be banilhed from^urts 
and wretchednefs from countries ? ’ 

When, in countries that are called civilized, we fee age goin<r 
to the workehoufe and youth to the gallows, fomething mull; be 
wrong in the fyftem of government. It would feem, by the ex- 
terior appearance of fuch countries, that all was happinefs ; but 
their lies l^dden from the eye of common obf-rvation, a mafs of 
wretchednefs that has fcarcely any other chance, than to expire 
in poverty or infamy. Iis entrance into lifi is marked wdth the 
prelate of its fate ; and until this is remedied, it is in vain to 
punilh. 

Civil government does confifl in cxecutioiK! ; bat in mak- 
ing ihat provifion for the inlirua;ion of youcli, and the fupport of 
age^ as to exclude, as much as poffible, prefbgacy from the one, 
and defpair from the other. Inllead of this, the refources of a 
country are lavifhed upon kings, upon courts, upon hirelings, ' 
impoftors, and prollltutes ; and even the poor themfelves, with 
all their wants upon them, are compelled to fupport the fraud 
that cppreiTes ihefm. 

Why is it, that fcarcely any are executed but the poor ? The 
faa is a proof, among other 'things, of a wretchednefs in their i 
condition. Bied up without morals, and call upon the world 
without a profpea, they are the expofed facrifice of vice and le- 
gal barbar.ry. I'he millions that are fuperfluoufly walled upon 
governmehts, are more than fuificient to reform thofe evils, and 
to beneht the condition of every man in a nation, not included, 
within the purlieus of a court. This J hope to make appear in 
the progrefs of this work. 

It is the nature of compallion to aflbeiate with misfortune. In 
talcing up this fubjedc I leek no recompcr.ee — I fear no confe- 
cjuence. bortifiea with that proud jntegrlcy, that difdains to tri- 
tiniph cr to yeild, I will advocate the Bights of Man. 

It is to my advantage that i have ferved an apprentice fl^ip to 
I knew the value of moral inflrudion, and I have feen the 
Ganger of the contrary. 

At an early period, little more than fixieen years ©f age, raw 
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